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Question: Why do the four gospels sometimes describe events differently? Are they contradicting each 
other?  
 
Answer:  It’s not a mistake when the four gospels record the same incidents differently. It actually makes 
the gospels more trustworthy because they don’t record the same events or describe things exactly alike.  
If they were identical, you could make an argument that they got together and created the same story to 
tell. The differences are explained for two reasons: 
 

First, the four gospels record the events from different angles. 
 

Whenever a movie is filmed, the director isn’t recording everything from only one angle. Instead, several 
cameras are shooting scenes from different places in the studio or at the filming location. You’ll see a 
closeup of a person talking, then another camera is recording from a different angle a closeup of another 
person listening, and then another camera shows a full-length shot of them conversing together, while 
another camera is shooting a wide-angle shot of other people in the room. If you didn’t see the wide-angle 
shot, you would think the two people were alone. The four cameras give you a complete picture of what’s 
taking place.   
 
The four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) are like four cameras recording the events from four 
different perspectives.  Not all cameras are recording the same events or focused on the same thing. 
Sometimes the cameras are shooting at different angles. Sometimes one camera (or gospel account) will 
“zoom in” on one person and not mention the others present, like Mary Magdalene at the tomb. If you 
only saw the closeup view, you would think she was alone. The complete picture comes from piecing 
together the different angles of the four gospels. The gospels are in harmony complementing each other, 
not contradicting each other.  
 

Second, the writers can record an incident either descriptively or chronologically.  
 
It’s not a mistake when an incident is recorded as a descriptive account (where sequence isn’t a factor) 
instead of a chronological account.  
 
For example, a teenager comes home from being at an amusement park. He tells his father about the 
roller-coaster first because it was the most exciting ride. Then he talks about the other rides, but doesn't 
mention them in the exact order. The teenager is giving a descriptive account of what happened in a non-
chronological way.  
 
Another example is man (Adam) is mentioned being created in Genesis 1:27 and then again in Genesis 
2:7. Genesis 1:1-2:3 gives the chronological account of what God created on each day. Man was created 
on the sixth day. Then Genesis 2:4-25 gives a descriptive account, with man being the central theme, and 
is not meant to be chronological. Often in descriptive writing, facts are presented without being in 
sequential order. Since the chronology was already explained in Genesis 1:1-2:3, the focus then shifts 
specifically to the creation of man, giving the details about how he was created. Genesis 2:7 is simply an 
elaboration of Genesis 1:27. 
 
Luke and Matthew give a different order for the temptations of Jesus. Matthew gives a chronological 
account, while Luke gives a descriptive account in a non-chronological way.  
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