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Question: Why did Jesus have to lay His hands on the blind man twice to heal him? 
 
Answer: A blind man was brought to Jesus to have his eyes opened. Jesus spit in his eyes, laid hands 
on him, and asked, “Do you see anything?”  He looked up and said, “I see men, for I see them like trees, 
walking around.”  Then again He laid His hands on his eyes; and he looked intently and was restored, 
and began to see everything clearly. (Mark 8:23-25) 
 
In this instance, Christ performed the healing in two stages. First, He opened his eyes. The man could 
see people through blurred vision. What he saw was vague and indistinct, so that he couldn’t distinguish 
them from trees, except they were walking.  
 
Then Jesus touched him a second time and restored his vision so he could see clearly. “Was restored” 
means the man at one time could see, but became blind in some way. 
 
This is the only instance where Jesus performed a miracle in two stages. But why?  
It wasn’t because He lacked the power to perform the miracle instantly. And He didn’t ask the man “do 
you see anything?” because He didn’t know if His power was working. He asked him so we would know 
(since it’s recorded in God’s Word) that God wasn’t yet finished.  
 
He performed the miracle in two stages for a couple of reasons: 

1. So we wouldn’t put God in a box concerning methods. 
Jesus liked to use different methods when He healed blind people. In Matt. 9:28 He touched the 
two blind men’s eyes one time. In John 9:6, Jesus spit on the ground, made clay, and applied the 
clay to the blind man’s eyes. In Mark 8, He spit in his eyes and laid His hands on him two times. 
He used different methods to show us that the power to heal was not in the procedure but in the 
Person.  

2. So we wouldn’t put God in a box concerning timing.  
Another reason He did this healing in two stages was to demonstrate not every miracle is 
instantaneous, but sometimes healing comes gradually. Since most of His miracles happened 
instantly, it would be easy to assume that was the only way God would perform healing. But this 
healing shows that recovery can come in stages. For example, a sick person gradually gets 
better. That’s a sign God is working. Then as you continue to pray, the health improves until he or 
she is completely well.  
 
The prophet Elisha told Naaman the leper to wash seven times in the Jordan River and he would 
be healed (2 Kings 5:9-14). Naaman was furious because he wanted Elisha to call on the Lord, 
wave his hand over him, and cure him that way. He thought the healing was in a method. Elisha 
told him to wash seven times in the Jordan River to show him not to trust in a preconceived 
method, such as waving a hand. This also showed that the healing would not happen instantly 
(with one washing). The healing would happen on the seventh washing. Naaman obeyed the 
instructions of Elisha and was healed.   
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