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Question: When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He only rode on one donkey. Why Jesus ask His disciples to
bring back two donkeys?

Answer:

Jesus told two of His disciples, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me” (Matt. 21:1-7). Why did
Jesus need two donkeys? He intended to ride the young colt into Jerusalem. The colt had never been
ridden on (Luke 19:30), and the mother donkey would come along to keep her offspring calm.

When He rode into Jerusalem, it was to announce He was their long-awaited Messiah and to fulfill a
prophecy given 500 years earlier: “Look, your King is coming to you. He is humble, riding on a
donkey—riding on a donkey’s colt”’ (Zech. 9:9).

Jesus rode on the young colt, and the mother donkey may have walked next to them. He didn’t come
riding on a white horse, like a king coming to conquer. To signify He was coming in peace, the Price
of Peace humbly rode on a small donkey. That would be like the President of the United States
riding on atricycle in his Inaugural Parade.

The multitudes spread garments and palm branches on the road, while crying out, “Hosanna . . .
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 21:9). Jesus was their King, but He
explained, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). He wasn’t going to overthrow Rome and sit
on an earthly throne, but would be dying for the sins of the world.

In a few days, the same crowd that cried “Hosanna!” (which means “Save now!”) would be yelling
“Crucify Him!” The next time He comes, He won't ride on a donkey. He will be on a white horse to
judge the world (Rev. 19:11).
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