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Then he (David) took his staff in his hand, and he chose for himself five
smooth stones from the brook, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in a
pouch which he had, and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the
Philistine (Goliath). So the Philistine came, and began drawing near to David,
and the man who bore the shield went before him. (1 Sam. 17:40-41).

Before David fought Goliath, he went to the brook and chose 5 smooth stones and
put them in his shepherd’s pouch. Some people ask, “If David had faith that he
would win, why did he pick up 5 stones when one would do?”

David wasn’t afraid to fight Goliath, even though Saul and all the men of Israel
were afraid of him (1 Sam. 17:11, 24). David had already killed a bear and even
grabbed a lion by its beard and killed it. He told Saul, “The Lord who delivered me
from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand
of this Philistine” (17:34-37).

Why did David choose 5 stones? Most people seem to forget that two people
approached David—Goliath and his shield-bearer. David would have to fight
Goliath, but he also might have to deal with his shield-bearer (who apparently ran
away after Goliath fell). David didn’t know if other soldiers or Goliath’s relatives
would try to attack him. David and his men later killed four other giants who were
related to Goliath (2 Sam. 21:15-22).

The best explanation for taking 5 stones is that David prepared for the possibility of
missing him, or that Goliath’s shield might block his throw. He knew God would
deliver him from Goliath, but it might require multiple throws to make it happen.
God promised Joshua that Israel would conquer their enemies (Josh. 3:10), but the
Lord never told the soldiers to only take one arrow per person.

David’s action shows us the importance of both faith and preparedness. We can
trust God to bring success, while at the same time use wisdom to prepare for all
possibilities. www.makinglifecount.net
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