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When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt, the multitude spread their garments and palm branches on the 
road (Matt. 21:8, John 12:13). Some people probably waved the palm branches, but no verse specifically 
tells us this. A crowd from Bethpage followed Him into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:9), while another crowd in 
Jerusalem came out to meet Him (John 12:12-13).  
 
The multitude going before Him and those following Him cried out, “Hosanna to the Son of David; 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” This is a quote from Psalm 
118:25-26.  
 
“Hosanna” is a transliteration of the Hebrew word hoshiahna, which means “save now” or “grant 
salvation.” “Hosanna in the highest” signifies salvation that comes from God alone.  
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