Was John the Baptist a reincarnation?

Question: Jesus said, "If you are willing to receive it, he (John the Baptist) is Elijah who is to come."
(Matt. 11:14). Doesn't this mean that Elijah was reincarnated as John the Baptist?

Answer: It's important to remember not to form a doctrine on one isolated verse. The answer is no, John
the Baptist was not Elijah reincarnated. Here are several proofs:

1. Reincarnation assumes the death of one body before the soul can be reincarnated into
another body (which is not true). Elijah never died but was caught up to heaven (2 Kings
2:11).

2. At the Transfiguration, Elijah himself showed up (Matt. 17:1-6). Three chapters earlier
(Matt. 14:1-12), John the Baptist had been beheaded. So when Elijah appeared to Jesus
on the mountain, John the Baptist had already died.

3. In Luke 1:17, we read that John the Baptist will go before Christ "in the spirit and power
of Elijah." This clarifies what Jesus meant in Matthew 11:14. He meant that John the
Baptist would have the power of Elijah’s prophetic ministry—not that John would be a
reincarnation of Elijah.

4. John the Baptist himself renounced the idea that he might be Elijah. When asked if he
was Elijah, John the Baptist replied, "I am not" (John 1:21).



