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Men Living on the Moon?

Journal of Discourses, Vol. 13, 7/24/1870, page 271

“Who can tell us of the inhabitants of this little planet that shines of an evening, called the moon? When

we view its face we may see what is termed 'the man in the moon," and what some philosophers declare
are the shadows of mountains. But these sayings are very vague, and amount to nothing; and when you
inquire about the inhabitants of that sphere you find that the most learned are as ignorant in regard to

them as the most ignorant of their fellows. So it is with regard to the inhabitants of the sun. . N
Do you think it is inhabited? | rather think it is. Do you think there is any life there? No question of it; it

was not made in vain. It was made to give light to those who dwell upon it, and to other planets; and so

will this earth when it is celestialized."

Brigham Young

labernacle - July 24, 1870 - Vol. 13 Journal of Discourses
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but our lives are very imparfect. To
say that m human being is perfect,
that he has no errors, would aay that
he ia divine—a God or a holy sngel.
But we are in & world of sin and
darkness, & world that knows not
God; ir a world where error dwells

sud reigne suprome. Now,” said I,
“remember thia. The doctrine that

| we preach is from God; this doctrine

is pure mrd holy; it is without spot
or blomish ; and it is the ductrine of
the Son of God, the Savior of the
world.” Is it good for man bero ?
Certainly it is—the bust that can be
given to any beings on the earth ; to
organize & society, to rule a family
to dictste and control scholars at
school, to rule, guvern aud cuntrul an
individual, & commuuity, n nation or
kingdom, it is the very best code of
priuciples and lawa evur delivered to
the children of men, in sll my
researches into the doctrine of Jesus
I Lave pever found on error.

It Las been observed here this
moruning that we are called fanatics,
Bless mo! That is nothing. Who
has not been called a fanatic who has
discovered anything now in philosophy
or science? We have all read of
Galiloo the astromomer who, contrary
to the system of astronomy that had
been received for ages before his day,
taught that the sun, and not the
earth, wns the centre of our plnnetary
system ?  For this the learned
astronomaor was called “ fanntic,” and
subjected to persecution and imprison-
ment of the most rigvrous character.
8o it has been with others who have
discovered and explained new truths
in science and philosopliy which bave
been in opposifion to long-established
theories; end the opposition they
have encountered has sudured until
the trath of their discoveries has Leen

demonstrated by time. The term

THE QOAPEL~~THR ONR-MAN POWAR. mn

“ fanatic " is not applied to professors
of religion only. How was it with
Dr. Morse, when shut up in the attic
of an old building in Baltimore for
more thun a yosr, with a little wire
streiched ‘round the room, experi.
menting upon it with his battery, he
told a (riond that by means of that
be could sit there and talk to Con.
gress in Washington ? Was he not
congidered a fanatic, and wild, and
craey ¥ Certainly he was; and so it
waa with Robert Fuolton, when he
was cunducting his cxperiments with
steam and cudeavoring to apply it so
as to propel n vessel through the
water,  Aud all gront discoverery in
art, science, or mechanism have besn
denounced as fanatics and crazy ; and
it has been declared by their contom-
poracies that they did not know what
they were saying, and they were
thought to be simost a8 wild and
incoherent as tho generality of the

ple now think George Francis
R”:liu to be.

I will tell you who the real fauatics
are: they are they who adopt fnlse
principles and ideas as facts, and try
to establish a sopersiructore upon a
falso foundation. They are the
fanatics; snd bowever ardent and
zealous they may bo, they may resson
or argua on fulse premiscs till dooms.
day, and the result will be falso. If
our religion is of this charscler we
want o koow it; we would like to
find a philusopher who can prove it
tous. We are called ignorant; so
we sre: bat what of it? Arenotall

p igoorant ? I rather think so, Who
can tell os of the jnbabitants of this
little planet that shines of an evening,
called the moon? When we view its
‘face we may see what is termed “ the
mean in the moon,” and what some
philosophers declare are the shadows
of mountains. But Lhess sayings are
very vague, and amount to nothing ;
and when you iaguire about

Trather think it is. 1o you think

inhabitunts of that sphere you fnd |

that the most learned are as ignorant
in regard to them as the most
ignorant of their fellows. So it iy
with regard to the inhabitaats of the
sun. Do you think it s 1

there is any life there? No

| of it it was not mado in vain. It

was made 4o give light to those who
dwell upon it, and 1o other planeta;
and so will this esrth when it is

cqhatinii;gg, Every planet in its
rude, organic stato receives not

the glory of God upon it, but is
opaque ; but when celeatializod, every
planet that God brings into existence
ia o body of light, but not till then.
Christ is the light of this planet.
God gives light to our eyes. Did
you cver think who gave you the
puwer of secing? who organized
these little globules in our heads, and
formed the nerves rusning to the
brain, and gave va the power of
digtinguishing a circle from a squ

an upright from a lovel, large from
amall, white from black, brown from
gray, and soon? Did you acquire
thia facully by your own power?
Did any of you impart this power to
moorl to you? Not atall. Then
where did we got it from? From a
suporior Boing. When I think of
these few littlo things with regard to
the organization of tho earth and the
penple of the earth, how curious and
how singular it is! And yet how
barmonious and beautiful are Nature's
lawa! And the work of God

forward, and who can binder it, or -

who can sisy His hand now that Ha
has commenced His kingdom ?

This brings us right back to this
Gospel. baa commenced His
kingdom on the esrth. How intri-
cate it is, and how difficult for a man
to understand if he be not vnlightened
by the Spirit of God! How can we

vuderstand it? O, we bave mothing

!



The Young Woman's Journal, Vol. lll 3/1892 pages 263-264 under the heading of OUR SUNDAY

CHAPTER -

“Nearly all the great discoveries of men in the last half century have, in one way or another, either directly
or indirectly, contributed to prove Joseph Smith to be a Prophet. As far back as 1837, | know that he said
the moon was inhabited by men and women the same as this'earth, and that they lived to a greater age

than we do—that they live generally to near the age of 1000 years. He described the men as averaging

near six feet in height and dressing quite uniformly in something near the Quaker style.
In my Patriarchal blessing, given by the father of Joseph the Prophet, in Kirtland, 1837, | was told that |
should preach the gospel before | was 21 years of age; that | should preach the gospel to the inhabitants

upon the islands of the sea, and_to the inhabitants of the moon ...."

——

THE YOUNG WOMAN'S JOURNAL. 263

e

bad for your growing, impressionable
girls. Comedies, farces, operas of
the lighter sorts, dramas, concerts
and negro shows are good to cheer
and amuse all, even the dear innocent
girls, 50 once a week, say, we will
allow Qur Girl to visit a theatre,
Out of door sports in winter or sum-
mer are excellent if conducted by the
proper people and in proper places.
It is self-evident that reading and
quiet games are beneficial to all. Yet,
see to it that the book is elevating in
tone and treatment, and full of sach
thoughts as you want impressed on
the plastic young mind. The

will be interesting, if you will help
to make them so. The point is, that
you yourselves must enter into every
one of these amusements and attend
every one that you allow your
daughter to attend if that is at all
possible. If you are kept at home,
you will find your girls will be willing
to get most of their innocent * fun"*
at home, if you will allow them to
invite their young friends to share

their pleasure. Don’t scowl and be
cross when the young visitors come
in, but welcome them with a smile,
and do you take the lead of their fun
and frolic; at least take the leading-
strings in your own firm yet gentle
hands, turning the current whenever it
seeks to approach danger-spots, and
with all the enthusiasm you can
muster enter into the youthful sports
and plays. Iknow one mother who
goes down upon her knees in company
with her young daughters just before
the young visitors arrive and asks the
blessings of God to rest within the
portals of that house and upon the
heart of every inmate and visitor while
enjoying themselves together. I may
add, the young people love to visit at
that house and consider it an honor
to be invited there. In one last word
let me czll your attention to the fact
that you must insist upon one especial
point in every sort and kind of
amusement and that last word, that
especial point, is moderation.

OUR SUNDAY CHAPTER.

THE INHABITANTS OF THE MOON.
0. B, HUNTINGTON.
ASTRONOMERS and philosophers

have, from time almost immemo-
rial until very recently, asserted that
the moon was uninhabited, that it
had no atmosphere, etc. But recent
discoveries, through the means of
powerful telescopes, have given scien-
tists 2 doubt or two upon the old
theory.
Nearly all the great discoveries of
men in the last half century have, in

one way or another, either directly or
indirectly, contributed to prove Jose
Smith to

As far back as 1837, I know that he
said the moon was inhabited by men

the same as this earth, and

that they lived to a greater age than

we do—that they live genemlly to
near the age of a 1000 years.

He described the men as averaging

near six feet in height, and dressing

quite uniformly in something near the

Quaker style.
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In my Patriarchal blessing, given
by the father of Joseph the Prophet,
in Kirtland, 1837, I was told that I
should preach the gospel before I was
21 years of age; that I should preach
the gospel to the inhabitants upon the
islands of the sea, and—to the inhab-
itants of the moon, even the planet
you can now Id with your eyes.

The first two promises have been
fulfilled, and the latter may be veri-
fied.

From the verification of two pro-
mises we may reasonably expect the
third to be fulfilled also,

ONE truth after znother men are
finding out by the wisdom and inspi-
ration given of God to them,

The inspiration of God cansed men
to hunt for a new continent omtil
Columbus discovered it. Men have
lost millions of dollars, and hundreds
of lives to find a country beyond the
north pole; and they will yet find that
country—a warm, fruitful country, in-

HOUSEHOLD DEPAI

DAINTY HOUSEKEEPING.
LUCY YAGE STELLE.

HAVE in mind, as I write, one of
those mirth-provoking cartoons
that give one some suggestion of truth
as well. It was two pictures of a
kitchen that was prepared for the new
servant. The first showed how tastily
it was fixed with a flowering plant in
the window, a pretty chintz ruffle on
the mantle shelf with a few tasteful
Omaments, with & comfortable rock-

ing chair with 3 neat tidy upon it, and




