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Luke 16:19-21 “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in
purple and fine linen, enjoying himself in splendor every day. And a poor
man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, and longing
to be fed from the scraps which fell from the rich man’s table; not only
that, the dogs also were coming and licking his sores.

The poor man is named Lazarus (he’s not the other Lazarus mentioned in Bible) and the rich
man isn’t named. The fact that Jesus names the poor man shows this isn’t a parable, but
something that actually happened. Why wasn’t the rich man named? Because Jesus knew this
would be recorded in the Scriptures, so He didn’t want to give him the honor of being mentioned
in the Bible.

The rich man is habitually dressed in purple, which is what kings wore. Purple was very
expensive because it came from a tiny mollusk found along the coast of Phoenicia and was very
expensive to extract the purple dye, so only kings and wealthy people wore purple clothing. It’s
not a sin to be rich, but this man had no excuse for not helping the poor man. He had plenty of
money to help Lazarus, but the rich man only spent money on himself.

The rich man lived in a gated community, so to speak, and Lazarus stayed at the rich man’s gate,
hoping to receive something from him. The wealthy man continually passed Lazarus when he
came and left his house. In those days, wealthy people would use bread as a napkin, wiping their
mouths and throwing it to the dogs. Lazarus was so hungry that he wanted to eat the crumbs
from the rich man’s table (throwaway food that he hadn’t eaten). This reminds us of the
Canaanite woman who told Jesus, “Even the dogs feed on the crumbs that fall from the master’s
table (Matt. 15:22-28).

Luke 16:22 Now it happened that the poor man died and was carried
away by the angels to Abraham'’s side [this is the only reference of
angels doing this]; and the rich man also died and was buried.

Nothing is said about the poor man being buried. Some Bible scholars believe he could have
been taken to the valley of Hinnom, where they burned trash, and tossed him in. Ironically, Jesus
used Hinnom of a picture of Gehenna, which is the eternal lake of fire. However, the poor man’s
soul went to Paradise, while the rich man, who lived in paradise on earth, went to hell.

The rich man died and the very next thing that happens is his soul is in the flames of hell.
Meanwhile, back on earth, he was buried. He probably had a fabulous funeral with all the bells
and whistles. Friends and loved ones showered him with praise, “What a wonderful man he
was!” “He was the pillar of our community!” “He will be greatly missed!” And no doubt
someone said, “He’s in a much better place right now.” People say things at funerals about the
deceased that may or may not be true.

Now Jesus pulls back the veil so we can see the unseen world.

Luke 16:23-24 And in Hades he raised his eyes, being in torment, and
saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his arms. And he cried out and

1


http://www.makinglifecount.net/

said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus, so that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for | am in
agony in this flame.’

The rich man cries out to “Father Abraham” for mercy. He never called out to God for mercy on
earth, and he had no mercy for Lazarus, but he hopes Lazarus will have mercy on him. He
petitions Abraham to send Lazarus to bring him water. Even though he was “far away,” he could
carry on a conversation with Abraham. Perhaps the rich man was thinking if Lazarus would get
close enough to him, that he could grab Lazarus and keep him from returning to Abraham.
Misery loves other people to be miserable. There’s coming a day when those who persecute
Christians will gladly receive kindness from them.

Earlier in Luke 16:9, Jesus said, “Make friends for yourselves by means of the unrighteous
money so that when it fails, they may welcome you into eternal dwellings.” When we give our
money to God with tithes and offerings, that money can be used to evangelize so others can be
saved. Jesus tells us those people who were saved by our giving will one day welcome us in
heaven. But this rich man didn’t use his money to further God’s kingdom, so he wouldn’t be
welcomed into eternal dwellings in His kingdom. Instead, his eternal dwelling would be in hell.

Jesus said that hell was created for the devil and his fallen angels, but people will also go there
(Matt. 25:41). Some people wonder how can a loving God send people to hell? God wants
everyone to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4), but He won’t force himself on anyone. God is a loving God,
and demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us
(Rom 5:8). If we don’t accept Christ’s forgiveness for our sins, we must pay for our own sins
against God in hell, and the debt will never be paid off.

The rich man sees Abraham at a distance away, and calls his by name, even though Abraham
lived centuries before this. In eternity people will know each other, even though they’ve never
met. Jesus said, “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.” (Luke
13:28).

While he was alive, the rich man tasted the best foods and the finest wines, and now he wants a
drop of water for his tongue. Lazarus had begged him for one crumb of bread, and now the rich
man is begging Lazarus for one drop of water.

Luke 16:25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he
is being comforted here, and you are in agony.”

The day of good things is past and gone, and now is the day of evil things. He will be separated
from every good thing for all eternity. Abraham calls him “child.” This man was a descendent of
Abraham. He had been a son—a rebellious son, and now he’s a disinherited son.

He tells him to remember his past life on earth. In eternity people will remember their lives on
earth. People in hell will remember every time they said no to Jesus and rejected His free gift of
salvation. Abraham knew about the rich man’s life and earth and told him to remember the good
things he received. John 3:17 says, ““A man can receive nothing unless it is given to him from
heaven.” Wicked people can have good things in this life only. At death they are separated from
it.
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Luke 16:26-28 And besides all this, between us and you a great
chasm has been set, so that those who want to go over from here to
you will not be able, nor will any people cross over from there to us.’
And he said, ‘Then | request of you, father, that you send him to my
father’'s house—for | have five brothers—in order that he maywarn
them, so that they will not come to this place of torment as well.’

First, the rich man wants Lazarus to bring him water, and now he wants Lazarus to go to his five
brothers to warn them. Instead of speaking directly to Lazarus, he tells Abraham to order
Lazarus, as if he was Abraham’s servant. Every person in hell right now would like to warn their
loved ones about going there. Did the rich man think Abraham could resurrect him, or maybe he
would send the soul of Lazarus to his brothers? Neither was possible. People in hell cannot warn
their loved ones on earth, but we who are alive can.

Luke 16:29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them hear them.’

Abraham knew all about Moses and the prophets, even though they all lived hundreds of years
after him. “Moses and the prophets” refers to the entire Old Testament—God’s Word (Luke
16:16). Abraham lived about 1900 years before the rich man. Moses about 1500 years before
this. The prophets lived 400-700 years before this. They all died before the rich man. All the
people who have lived in the history of the world are in heaven or in hell for eternity. Jesus said,
“I am the God of Abraham ... Isaac ... Jacob. He is not the God of the dead but of the living”
(Matt. 22:32).

Luke 16:30 But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent!’

The rich man tells Abraham “NO, you don’t know what you’re talking about. I know better than
you.” He now realized that repentance would have kept him out of hell. Repentance means
having a change of heart and willing to follow Jesus.

Luke 16:31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the
dead.”

When Jesus raised His friend Lazarus from the dead, the chief priests wanted to put Lazarus to
death (John 12:10). And then after Jesus rose from the dead, the Pharisees still didn’t believe in
Him. Did Jesus put these words in Abraham’s mouth as foretelling His own resurrection and the
failure to persuade the Jews? It’s possible.
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