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The doctrine of the resurrection (Heb. 6:2) isn’t talked about enough. Many Christians know that the Bible
speaks of believers being resurrected, but most don’t realize that unbelievers will also be resurrected.
That means everyone will be resurrected, either to the resurrection of life for the saved or the resurrection
of judgment for the lost.

Everyone who dies eventually disintegrates into dust (Gen. 3:19). The Sadducees were a religious sect at
the time of Christ that did not believe in the resurrection. Jesus told them, “You are mistaken, not
understanding the Scriptures or the power of God” (Matt. 22:29). First, the Scripture is God’s revelation
about resurrection from the dead, and the Sadducees refused to believe it. Second, the Sadducees also
refused to believe God that had the ability to reassemble people who had disintegrated into dust. Jesus
explained that “Nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37, Matt. 19:26).

Two Kinds of Resurrections

The prophet Daniel said, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, some to
eternal life, and some to shame and eternal contempt” (Dan. 12:2). Jesus said, “Do not marvel at this; for
the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation” (John 5:28-29). Paul said, “There will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the righteous
and the wicked” (Acts 24:15).

When a Saved Person Dies and is Resurrected

When a saved person dies, that person’s spirit leaves the body and immediately goes to be with Jesus
Christ in heaven (James 2:26, Phil. 1:23) The body stays on earth and eventually disintegrates, awaiting
the resurrection of the righteous. At that time the person’s spirit will be reunited with a gloried body, which
is described in 1 Corinthians 15:40-49, and will rewarded for the good things we have done. Jesus
said, “You will be repaid are the resurrection of the righteous” (Luke 14:14).

The resurrection body will be like Jesus’ resurrected body described in Revelation 1:13-15. First John 3:2
says, “We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”
“Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Cor.
15:48). Our knowledge will be dramatically increased and all our questions will be answered. “For we
know in part and prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away...for now we
see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; for | know in part, but then | shall know fully just as | also
have been fully known” (1 Cor. 13:9-10,12).

When a Lost Person Dies and is Resurrected

When a lost person dies, that person’s spirit leaves the body and immediately goes to Hades (hell), which
is the place of torment (Luke 16:23). That person’s body also disintegrates, awaiting the resurrection of
condemnation. At the resurrection, the person’s spirit will be rejoined with a grotesque body, which will be
opposite of the gloried body of a saved person. It is described as something like a worm (Isaiah 66:24).
Both the saved and the lost will live in their resurrected bodies forever.

The Order of the Resurrection
Not every saved person will be resurrected at the same time. Paul tells us there will be an order of
resurrection: “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His
coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has
abolished all rule and all authority and power” (1 Cor. 15:23-24). The Greek word for “order” is tagma,
which carries the idea of a sequence. Bible scholars break down this sequence as follows.
1. Jesus Christ, the “first fruits” of the harvest (1 Cor. 15:20).
2. After that, those who are Christ’s at His coming:
2a. The Rapture of the Church (1 Thess. 4:16-17)
2b. The two witnesses at the end of the first half of the tribulation (Rev. 11:3-12)
2c. The tribulation saints, along with the Old Testament saints at the Second Coming
(Rev. 20:4-6)
3. Then comes the end, when unbelievers are resurrected after the Millennium
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The Resurrection of the Wicked
Revelation 20:11-15 describes the resurrection of lost people at the Great White Throne Judgment.

Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and
heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And | saw the dead, the great and the
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened,
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the
books, according to their deeds.

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead
which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. Then
death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.
And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire.

The book of life (Luke 10:20, Rev. 3:5) is opened to show their names are not written in it
because they didn’t receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior. The other books record every sin
that was committed by each person at this judgment. Because they refused to receive the
forgiveness of their sins, they must pay for their own sins for all eternity because the debt with
never be paid off. Just as there will be degrees of reward for saved people, there will be degrees
of punishment for lost people (Matt. 10:15, Luke 12:47-48).

The lost people will receive their horrible, grotesque resurrection bodies, which will be the
opposite of saved people’s glorified bodies. All the people in Hades will be cast into Gehenna,
which is the lake of fire.

No one has to spend eternity away from God! If you will receive Jesus Christ and your Lord
and Savior, you will be included in the resurrection of the righteous.
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